The years 2002-03 were a historical low point in the relationship between France and the United States of America (Friedman, 2003). After this nadir, the relationship could only improve. It would be mistaken, however, to be complacent since many of the root causes of the major disagreements over the last years have not yet been addressed. The dispute over the recourse to war in Iraq was only a symptom of deeper problems and divergences. The conflict was not just over Iraq, but over the international system. This means that relations will be harder to mend. The responses of France and the USA to terrorism likewise reveal how difficult it is to reconcile the positions of the two countries. When the Americans decided to launch a 'war' against terror -which in the French view could not be won -France wished to keep the target limited strictly to Al-Qaeda and its allies. Even though a sense of realism has led each partner to accept the need for the other's contribution, fundamental differences remain. To explore these differences, this chapter will start with an analysis of the underlying causes behind the tensions, particularly the distinct messages that each of the two nations has the pretensionindeed the audacity -to convey to the world. It will consider the evolution of Franco-American relations in the aftermath of the Iraq invasion and address the question of whether improved relations can be fostered by reform of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). Finally, the scope for a redefinition of the relationship through improved cooperation between the USA and the European Union (EU) will be discussed.
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centuries, their relationship has always been essential, but it has encountered many ups and downs. Both countries have a global vision of the world as it is and, more important, as it should be. Each has the ambition of shaping the world according to its convictions, but these are not always perfectly compatible, giving rise to many tensions between the two nations.
The birth of both nations was founded on the ideas of the Enlightenment. Of course, France pre-existed the Enlightenment, but modern France recognises itself in its post-revolutionary image. Contemporary France sees itself as both an initiator and a result of the idea of liberty. Yet the USA is the first nation to be based on an idea -the idea of freedomarising directly from concepts of the Enlightenment. Because France and the USA see themselves as the embodiment of these ideas, the messages they send to the world convey similar values, such as democracy, liberty, peace, tolerance and human rights.
1 However, given the distinct cultural contexts within which each nation has modelled these ideas, their expression has taken very different forms and the references in which each recognises itself are often at odds with those of the other. Whilst, for example, freedom is mainly associated with private enterprise in the USA, in France it is seen as a more individual issue, yet one which must be guaranteed by public authorities. Although these conceptions are not fundamentally exclusive, they are sufficiently distinctive to divide the leaderships of the two countries when problems arise on which their instinctive reactions differ.
Furthermore, the vision that the French have of themselves, as a result of their history, is that of a country resisting empires (which to many means the USA), whereas many Americans believe that their country acts for the common good and that its foreign policy is a gift to the world (or, in sociological parlance, an 'international public good').
2 Both nations consider their foreign policies to be a contribution to the world order. Yet in a global context where the USA enjoys overwhelming dominance in military power, economic might and cultural influence, these different visions easily lead to clashes. Both France and the USA tend to see their foreign policy in the mirror of the other country's positions. A tendency exists on each side to be obsessed by the other, while dismissing them as less important than they actually are. In France, commentators of an anti-American persuasion often portray the USA as all-powerful yet on the verge of collapse.
